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ex cel lent wine; bronze is 15.5 and above 
and rep re sents good wine. A rea son a ble, 
sound eve ry day-drink ing wine scores 15 
(but does not gain a med al). A bland but 
clean wine scores 14. Be low this score there 
are un pleas ant fla vours. These fi nal ‘med als’ 
are then con vert ed into a star rat ing sys tem 
for pub li ca tion in Winestate. A gold means 5 
stars, silver is 4, and bronze is 3 stars.

The biggest judging system
Winestate examines on average more 
Aus tral a si an wines per year than any oth er 
fo rum - more than 10,000. Com pare this to the 
biggest show in Aus tral ia, the Roy al Mel bourne 
Wine Show, with just over 4000 en tries.

OUR TASTINGS AND PUB LISHED ratings 
are de signed with one thing in mind: to 
pro vide a useful and gen u ine bal anced 
guide on wines to our read ers. In order to 
achieve this we fol low certain pro ce dures 
in an ac tiv i ty that is no to ri ous ly dif fi cult! 
There are regular crit i cisms of wine shows 
and var i ous scor ing sys tems; here is how 
we ap proach our tastings.

A wide se lec tion of wines
Wines are invited from any pro duc er, 
pro vid ed that they meet the cri te ria of the 
class being judged. The class may be a 
re gion al or style tasting and gen er al ly the 
wines must be avail a ble for con sum ers to 
pur chase, al though we have mu se um and 
rare wine tastings as well.

Awarding scores
Winestate  carr ies out the judging 
us ing Aus tral ian capital city wine show 
pro ce dures; the wines are not known to 
the judg es. The three judges taste the 
wines blind and as sign a score with out 
ref er ence to each oth er. Only then do they 
com pare scores, and if there is dis sen sion 
they re-taste the wines and come to an 
agree ment. Scores are com piled us ing the 
20-point in ter na tion al sys tem: a gold is 18.5 
and above; silver is 17 and above and is 

Independence of advertising
Winestate  will occasionally purchase 
‘yard stick’ wines to be eval u at ed where 
we believe that these are of con sum er or 
trade in ter est if these have not been en tered 
by the wineries. In order to pro duce the 
big gest and best wine mag a zine, Winestate 
in cludes ad ver tis ing; how ev er, this is 
fierce ly in de pend ent of any wine tast ing 
ed i to ri al. Wine com pa nies are ad vised 
of the blind tast ing re sults and it is their 
choice to ad ver tise if they wish. The judg es’ 
de ci sions are fi nal and these are pub lished 
ac cord ing to the judg es’ scores, wheth er 
ad ver tis ing is tak en or not. 

The judges
We take care in selecting our judges. But 
re mem ber: judges are hu man and their own 
pref er ence will in flu ence their scores. We use 
judg es with com ple men ta ry back grounds 
and a three-per son pan el for each flight will 
in clude winemakers with tech ni cal ex per tise 
and of ten a marketing/retail ex pert who 
knows con sum er tastes. Of ten one or more 
of the judg es are Mas ters of Wine with vast 
international ex pe ri ence, and most judg es 
have ex pe ri ence at ma jor Aus tral ian wine 
shows. We are also aware of ex per tise. If 
we are judging a re gion, for ex am ple, we 
will have a winemaker judge from that region 
be cause that person knows the lo cal style. 
We may bal ance that with a judge from 
out side the re gion and gen er al ly some one 
with broad and ma ture ex pe ri ence.

h o w  w e  c o m p a r e

Winestate 
Rating Comment

Wine show 
Medal

International 
20 Point System

100 Point 
System

★★★★★ Outstanding Gold 18.5 - 20 93 - 100

★★★★1/2 Excellent High Silver 18 - 18.4 90 - 92

★★★★ Very Good Silver 17 - 17.9 85 - 89

★★★1/2 Good/Very Good High Bronze 16.5 - 16.9 83 - 84

★★★ Good Bronze 15.5 - 16.4 78 - 82

Wine judging is an inexact art, not a science - even at the highest levels of proficiency. 
Accordingly, Winestate uses the star rating system which reflects a range, rather than a 
specific point score. Point systems indicate a level of accuracy that simply does not exist.

star rating system
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WINESTATE MAGAZINE TASTING CRITERIA
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